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Tale of Two Frenchmen A few weeks ago, our French classmates invited us to go to a performance of
"Les Miserables." I had seen the movie quite a few years ago and was familiar with the story and the
actors who played the parts. I wasn't sure what to expect. When we arrived, we were able to get a
seat in the front row, and we were assigned the middle row on the right side of the orchestra. We
were pretty excited to sit so close to the stage. After watching the play, we made our way backstage
to see where the stagehands were fixing things. One of the stagehands was a young lady. She looked
to be about our age. I asked her if she had been working at the theater for long. To which she
replied, "Oh no. I am a telephone operator. I started about three months ago. I took a test and got a
job here. I am really excited." We chatted a bit more and she told
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