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born in 1967 in Istanbul, Turkey. When he was seven years old, he and his parents moved to Istanbul's Besiktas district, and in 1985, to a small village called Kızılırmak near the Black Sea coast. The family adopted the traditional music style of the nearby Çoruh Valley, where there is still a strong influence of the tribal rhythms. After completing primary and middle school, he moved to the district of Karasu, where he

took private lessons in the Pergamum Style, an ancient form of music which he has been mastering ever since. He played in the Karasu Folk Ensemble from 1990 to 1992 and then in the Istanbul City Folk Ensemble from 1996 to 2001. In 1992, Karadeniz won the
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