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'Pattnaik has completed research on almost 4000 samples of human hair
and skin obtained from farmyards of West Bengal, and that contained
DNA of H1N1, H5N1, and H7N7 flu viruses. The samples date back
between 2007 and 2010, and include close to 6.4 million DNA
sequences. The distribution data revealed that even though H7N7 was
deemed extinct in West Bengal, it lingered in other parts of India at a
considerably higher proportion compared to the other two viruses. The
findings also showed that the H5N1 virus spread more freely than H1N1
and H7N7. The study showed that the spillover of H7N7 to humans
during a 2007 epidemic in chickens was almost negligible. Previously,
samples were taken in the same locality in 2006 and 2008, and were
found to be free of H5N1 and H7N7, yet contained high concentrations
of H1N1. '' It's a bad situation,' Kebriaei says. 'It will create a bit of
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